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Purpose 
The McNabb Archives is intended to be a community space with a specific interest in preserving 
records of the social, historical, and cultural lives of marginalized peoples.  Both primary and 
secondary source materials are collected in order to aid researchers of all kinds to benefit from 
information that is all too often ignored and made invisible. 
 
The mission of the Steven McNabb Archives of Social Research is to accession, preserve and 
make available sociocultural items and collections.  The items deposited are added to the 
permanent collection of the Archive. 
 
Scope 
McNabb Archives acquires research materials produced by, about, or for marginalized peoples 
including but not limited to women, the LGBTQ community, people of color, Native Americans, 
Latin@s, people with disabilities, people of size, prisoners, people at a socioeconomic or 
educational disadvantage, outsiders and those living on the fringe; in short: any group that has 
been traditionally underrepresented in collections of source documents.  Acceptance of new 
material is at the discretion of the Archivist. 
 
Formats 
Accepted formats include manuscripts, maps, photographs, drawings, broadsides, posters, 
zines, artist books, sheet music, audiocassettes, videocassettes, and digital formats of all types.  
McNabb Archives is not currently equipped to preserve or accession large reel-to-reel tapes or 
film formats.  Published books and three-dimensional artifacts are accepted very selectively due 
to space limitations. 
 
Primary Collecting Areas 
McNabb Archives has particular interest in developing the following areas:  

 Alaska Native subsistence, health, and family life; 

 Mexican and Mexican American women’s legends;  

 Bigfoot sighting narratives and witness community formation; 

 LGBTQ menarche experiences; 

 Sexual trauma survivors’ history and creative production;  

 Labor organizing history and music; and 

 Unconventional memorialization practices. 
 
Preservation 
McNabb Archives makes every effort within budgetary restraints to preserve collections for 
future researchers.  All materials are cataloged using the Dublin Core metadata set to record 
the physical description and administrative information, with preservation history maintained 
in an extended set.  Physical materials are inspected for mold, vermin, and fasteners before 
being rehoused in Library of Congress-approved enclosures.  Digital surrogates are (slowly) 
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being created in order to minimize handling.  Digital materials are backed up in multiple 
locations in Library of Congress-approved archival file formats.  Temperature and humidity are 
observed and controlled when possible.  As the Archives grows and receives donations, these 
preservation efforts will be improved. 
 
Donations 
As an active collecting archives, McNabb Archives encourages and gratefully welcomes 
donations of sociocultural collections, with a strong preference for original and unique primary 
source materials.  Donations are reviewed by the Archivist and may be declined if they do not 
fall under the scope of the collections.  Accepting new collections requires the Archivist to 
process and preserve materials, which creates an obligation to purchase archival supplies.  
Therefore, donations may be more readily accepted if they include a monetary donation to 
fund these critical activities.  All donations must include a formal signed deed of gift, which also 
specifies copyright, access rights, and privacy rights.  Donors have the option to stipulate any 
restrictions or special conditions, but such restrictions or conditions may, of course, result in 
the donation being declined by the Archives. 
 
Deaccessioning 
From time to time, items may need to be removed from the collections.  Whether due to mold, 
pests, or other forms of damage; because the item no longer fits within the collection scope; or 
because of physical space limitations; all repositories occasionally need to make the difficult 
decision to deaccession.  McNabb Archives will record and allow public access to metadata 
concerning all deaccessions.  However, the donor will not be contacted unless they express that 
desire in writing at the time of donation. 
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